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had been killed in the country of the Hiroquois.
Father Buteux has written me the whole tragic
story, describing the barbarity of these tigers. Their
fury seemed to me so horrible that I have not been
able to set it down on paper; what saddens me is that
they give vent to this madness in the presence and
in the sight of our French people. I hope, however,
that in the future they will keep away from our set-
tlements, if they wish to indulge in this mania.
Monsieur our Governor had sent word to the three
Rivers that they should be prevented from it, or that
they should be sent away from the neighborhood of
the French, but the letters arrived too late. On the
last day of June, a shallop arrived [278i.e.,274] in
which was Father Paul Ragueneau, who brought us
news of the ships, which we had already expected
for several days. As they sometimes reach Tadous-
sac in May, we begin to doubt their coming, if no
news is heard of them by the end of June. Now al-
though we have worked hard this year at clearing
the land, and although the crops are very fine, still,
as the country is not yet rich enough to furnish food
for all the people who come over every year, the fail-
ure of the ships would cause suffering.

On the first day of July, a Captain of the petite
nation of the Algonquins brought me letters stating
that this Captain was coming down to Kebec to see
the Captain of the French. ‘‘He is considered,”
said this Savage, ‘‘a grand personage in our coun-
try; they say he is a great friend of the Sun, and
that he gives letters which prevent one from dying,
at least soon. I am going to ask him for some of
them,’’ said he. I made Monsieur de Montmagny,
our Governor, laugh heartily when I communicated



